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JOHN 13:34-36 
 
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 36Simon Peter asked him, 
"LORD, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow 
later." 
 
As we read this passage we find that Jesus has given his disciples a new command. It was not like they 
had not heard the call to love before, because in Leviticus 19:18 it says this about how we are to love God. 
18"'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the LORD."  
So, when Jesus makes this statement about a new command what he is pointing to is how He has shown 
and lived out His love for them personally. And so now, I Jesus, want you my disciples, to go and offer that 
same love to one another. If you will do that then it will demonstrate to the world that you are a disciple of 
mine. Your love for one another offers an example to the world. So go and love one another just as I have 
loved you.  
 
Jesus is making this new command as he is about to face the cross and Peter is being told he would deny 
Jesus three times before the roster would crow. Hard words for Peter and hard words for you and me. 
Why? Because loving our neighbor or others like Jesus loves us is a challenging assignment. Loving others 
as Jesus loves us is to offer a lot of grace, if we are going to be successful. When I do not draw a line in the 
sand and instead allow Jesus to take control over my judgmental spirit is when I am able to love others 
more fully. I have to remember as much as I may not agree or like what my neighbor does, I am first and 
foremost called to love. It is the Holy Spirit that will convict my neighbor's heart and it will be God who will 
judge. My call is to love as Jesus loved the best I can, and let Jesus do the rest. To love as Jesus loved 
you and me is to offer that same love to others. When you and I do that we are modeling the actions and 
behavior of Jesus. 
 
Prayer: Father help with my judging spirit. Take it from me and help me to love others as you have loved 
me. Thank you for your grace and mercy in my life. Amen 
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